LOCAL OPTION PETITION.

To the Hon. Members of the Constitutional Convention:

- WHEREAS, it seems right, reasonable and proper that a majority of the citizens in any com-
munity should have the right to decide in regard to the sale of intoxicating liquors within its
bounds.  And, whereas, the highest judicial authority of this State has declared that our present
State Constitittion does not allow such decision, therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Solano
County, State of California, hereby respectfully petition the members of our State Counstitutional.
Jonvention to insert an article in the Constitution to be presented to the people, giving them the .

| power at every geuneral election to vote for or against.the granting of license for the sale of intox= .
. jeating liguors in any township, village, town, or ward of a city. '
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< To the President and ' Members of the Constitutional
Convention of the State of California. o
The People of the State of California recognize
the fuct that it is the object and duty of the pres-
ent Convention to promwote the welfare. of our
people by the enactment of wise and just laws,
and to advance their common interests by the en-
couragement of every legitimate, and the sup-
pression of every pernicious traffic.
Your memorialists are of the opinion thata great

disorders,that afffict the human family are engen-

M dered by the use of gpiyituous and intoxicating

"4 liquors; that the common nse of such intoxicat-

ing liquors is not only destructive to herlth and

lhappiness, but also impairs the facultiés,of the

mind, and thereby tends egually to dishonor our

- character as a nation as well as to lower us in thé

scale of civilization. .

Your memorialists have no doubt but that the

- presence of the plague or any other pestilential

. disorder which might sweep away thousands of

" our fellow citizens, would elicit the most siren-

uous and energetic efforts on thé part of our gov-

ernment to subdue it, and to goard against its
possible occurrence. " :

Your memorialist cai:discern, no just reason

why the more certain and distressing ravages of

portion of the more obstinate and painful moral

uf our citizens, and the well-being and guiet of
our community should not be guarded against
with corresponding vigilence aud anxiety by the
present rulers of the United States, and more par-
ticularly by the present law-makers of our own
tair State. - ) "

Your memorialists beg leave to add further that
in their belief-the use of spirituous and intoxicat-
ing liquors is in any cuse whatever, wholly un-
necessary; that they neither fortify the body
against the influences of heat or cold nor render

labor more easy or more productive; and that
there are many other articles of diet and drink -

which are not only perfectly safe and salutary,
but in every way superior and preferable to in-
toxicating liguors for any -of - the purposes above
mentioned. . i

Your memorialists also believe that itis a grave
defect in our present constitution, in that it de-
nies to the people of the different counties, town-
ships and districts the privilege of fairly deter-
mining at ihe ballo! box whetiher Hguor salocss
chall continue 2 exist in ihelr midst, with tbelr
attgndsut trains of evil, of vices, poliution, want
and woe.

We are fully convinced that the law passed in -

March, 1874, and known as the *‘Local Option
Law,” was a proper and- just law, and one meet<
ing with the general approbation of our people,

z
as was evidenced by the fact that, out of ovér one
hundred elections heid under its, provisions, t;l
success of Local Option’ was insthe ratio of t““hg
and u half to one. We theréfore commend it t5°
your consideration. e . .

Your meworialists have Jbeheld with regret the
hitherto feeble and ineffectual endeavors put
forth to stop or impede this «giant evil, and the
proportionally barren results which have resulted
therefrom. . : ’

They center their hopes. therefore, of an effect-
ual remedy in th€ wisdom and power of your
Honorable Body, and in behalf of our common
humanity entreat of you, by all your obligntions "
to'protect the lives and comfort of our citizens,
and by your regard for our national character.
and respect for onr land in the scale of intelligent
and civilized beings, to iimpose such heavy duties
on intoxicating liquors, or adopt such other reic-
edinl and preventive measures as shall in your
sober judgizent tend most efficiently to snbdue
azd ersdicate ttese evils,

Trerelore, with an brzes: bellef ip he foaness
of our demard, apd? with a, firm reliacce in ike {
honor, wisdom and sinceriiyr of your Hunorable i
Budy, we humbly crave at your hands a prompt
and impartial consideration of our request, and if
possible, an ultimate cxemption from this dis- -

tressing evil. - ~

intoxicating liquors upoi the lives angl‘appiuess
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“To the President and Members or the Constitutionnl
« - Convention of the State of Culifornia.

The People of the State of California‘recognize
the fact that it is the object and duty of the pres-
ent Convention to promote the welfare of our
pveople'by the epactment of wise and just laws,

and to advance their common interests by the en-™>"

couragement ‘of every legittmate, and the sup-
pression of every pernicious traffic. ., .

Your memorialists are of the opinion that a great
portion of the more obstinate and painful moral
disorders,that afflict the human family are engen-
dered by the_use of gpirituous and intoxicating
liquors; that'the common use of such intoxicat-
ing liquors is not only destructive to health and
happiness, but also impairs the faculties of the
mind, and thereby tends equally to dishonor our
character as a nation as well as to lower us in the
scale of civilization. N

Your memorialists have no doubt but {hat the
presence of the plague or any other pestilential
digorder which might sweep away thousands of
our fellow citizens, would elicit the most stren-
uous and energetic efforts on the part of our gov-

‘ernment to subdue it. and to guard againstits
possible occurrence. ° .o
Your memorialist can discern no!just reason
why the more certain and distressing ravages of
intoxicating liquors upmi’the lives and happiness

DI e

of our citizens, and the well-being and guiet of
our community should not bé guarded against
With corresponding vigilence and anxiety by the
present rulers of the United States, and'more par-
ticularly by the
fair State. - |

Your memorialists beg leave to add further that

.“In their belief the use of spirituons and intoxicat-

ing liquors ig in any case whatever wholly un-
necessary: that they neither fortify' the body
against the influences of heat or cold nor render
labor more ‘easy or.more productive; and. that

there are many other articles of diet and drink *

which are not only perfectly safe and salutary,

but in every way superior and preferable to in- |

toxicating liguors for any of the purposes above
mentioned:

Yodr memorialists also believe that it is a grave
defect in our presenf constitution, in that it de-
nies to the people of the different counties, town-
ships and districis ihe privilege of fairly deter.
mining ai the ballot box whether liquor satoons
shall continue to exist in their midst, with their
attendant trains of evil, of vicds, potlution, want
and woe. . .

‘We are fully convinced that the law passed in
March. 1874, and known as the *“Local Option
Law,” was a proper and just law, and one meet-
ing with the general approbation of our people,

present law-makers of our own

as was evidenced by the fact that, out.of
hundred elections held under its pro isions, the
success of Local Option was in theratio of two
and @ half to one. We, tléreforejcommend it to
your considerstion. = M = e

Your memarialists have beheld with regret.the
hitherto feeble.and ineffectual endeavors put
forth to stop orsimpede this giant evil, and the
proportionally barren results which have resulted
therefrom. .

‘They center their hopes, therefore, of an effect-
ual remedy in the wisdom and power of your
Honorable Body, and in behalf of our common
‘humanity entreat of you, by all your obligations
to protect the lives and comfort of our citizens,
and by your regard-tor our national character,
and respect féronr land in the séale of intelligent
and civilized beings, to impose such heavy duties
on intoxicating liquors, or adopt such other rem-
edial and preventive measures as shall in your
sober judgment tend most efficiently to subdne
and eredicsie these evils.

Therefore. with an honest belief in the justness
of our demand, and with a firm reliance in the
honor, wisdom and ‘sincerity of your Honorable
Body, we humbly crave at your hands a prompt
and impartial consideration of our request, and if

. possible, an ultimate cxemption from this dis.

tressing evil. .-~ .
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To the President and Members of- the Constitutional
Conuvention of the State of California:

The people of the State of California recogmize’

the fact that it is the object and duty of the pres-
ent Convention to promote the welfare of our
people by the enactment of wise and just laws,
and to advance their common ‘interests by the
encouragement of evewy legitimate, and the sup-
préssion of every pernicious traffic.

Your memorialists’ are of the opinion that ;:i‘:)f«

great portion of thé more obstinafe, painfui and}
moral disorders that afiict the human family ar_s%;

engendered by the use of spirituous and into%il]
. .cating liquors; that -the’ common use of such in-
toxicatingliquorsis not only detructive to health
-#nd happiness, but algo impairs. the faculties of
the mind, and thereby tends equally to dishonor
our characier,as & nation as well as to lower us
in the scale of civilization. .

Your memorialists have no doubt bai ibat the
presence of the plague, or any cther pestilexmtial
disorder which might sweep awsy thiminads of
our fellow citizens, woald elicit the meel e
uous and energetic efforts on the part of our gov.
eament to subdae [, znd 10 2ward acadm® iss
possibile OeRITEDCE.

Tour memorfallsts can discern B0 fBil remos
why the more certain and distressing ravages of
intoxicating liquors upon the lives and happiness

of our citizens, and the well-being and quiet of -

our community, should yot be guarded.against
with corresponding- vigilance and anxiety by the

pregent rulers of the United States, and more par- *
- ticularly by ‘the present, law-makers of our own

fair State. .

. Your memorialists. beg leave to add further that -
in their belief the use -of , spirituous and intoxi-’

ating liquors is in any ¢ ise whatever wholly un-
‘qceg‘sarxfthfa,t_o they., :‘ther\, foutify the™body
ainst thre infiitences of ‘heat:

)

which arenotonly perfectly safe and salutary,

but in every way superior and preferable’to in-’

toxicating liquors for any of the purposes above
mentioned.

Your'memorialists also believe that it is a grave
defect in our present copsdtution in that it de.
nies to the people of diferemi ccaxzbes, WD
ships amd direrhens Unt poiviiodr af Lalols diegey
anknitng ot thw Suldetdrs wrkdwr Hie dmimide
voalll CORCEITIC B WAL TX Tkl iR VL) Dl
arwaun tratan of o1l el o, podlETie, WY
amd wos.,

We are fully comvinced that ihe law passed in
Mareh, 1304, apd kpown as ihe--Local Option
Law,” was a pruper and just law,and vne meeting
with the general approgatiou % our people as

. inst thy old:nor render’
#laboT, more eafy.or wmore productive; and that
Pithere aré many~other articles -of diet-and drink

was eviden‘ced by the fact that, out of over one
, hundred elections held under its provisions, the

success of Local Option was in the ratio of two™
and.a half to one.. We therefore commend it to ’
your consideration. - . - .
Your memorialists have beheld with regret the
hitherto feeble and ineffectual endeavors put .

- forth #b stop or impede this giant evil, .and the
-proportionally burren}r’esults which have resulted

tEerefrom. . . . L
=They center their hopes, therefore, of an effects
ual remeédy, in  thé -wisdom and power of your

. Honorable Body; and in  behalf of our comnon

humanity, entreat of you, by all your obligations
to protect the'lives and comfort of our citizens,
and by your rvegard for our national character and
respect for our land in the scale of intelligent
and civilized beings to impose such heavy duties
on inwxdesting Hquors, ¢r adept such other rem-
¢-‘_;:1.\. sl oW wk thall in
wigws o wml st «Dicdeunly 30
Pty ¥ 0y WAl nlwt D, ﬂna:
v 18 AR Srtuael, sl WUTE 3 Trm
¢ bomir. wLoomm sl acertry of your Hogaers
ble Body, we bumbly crave. at your hands, a
prompt and impartial consideration of our.re-
quest, and if possible an ultimate exemption:
from this distressing evil. 4
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People by the enaciment of wise and just laws, fair State.
and to advance their common interests by the en.
couragement of every legitimate, and the sup-
pression of every pernicious trafiic.
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T e and Memberz 6f the Comgtliatacrnd
Qmrexiion of the Staie of California.

The People of ine State of California racognize
the fact that itis the object and dufy of the pres-
ent Convention to promote the welfare of our

ple by the enaciment of wise and just laws,
and to advance their common interests by the en-
couragement of every legitimate, and the sup-
pression of every pernicious traffic.-

Your.memorialists are of the opinion thata great

rtion of the more obstinate and painful moral }

disorders,that afflict the
dered by the use of spir
liquots; that the common us
ing liquors is not only
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possible occurrence.

Your memorialist can discern no just reason
why the more certain and distressing ravages of
intoxicating liquors upon the lives and happiness

w—— "11-_——"7— ] wap—1

of our ciifzens, and the well-being ard guietef
our commuuity shonld not guarded sgafnst
with correspon igilence and anxiety by the
present rulers of the United States. and more par-
ticularly by the present law-makers of our own
fair State. .

Your memorialists beg leave to add further that
in their belief the use of gpirituous and intoxicat-
ing liquors js in any case whatever wholly un-
necessary: that they neither fortify the body
against the influences of beator cold nor render
1abor more easy Or more productive: and that
there are meny other articles of diet and drink
which are not only perfectly safe and satotary.
but in every way U and prefensble w i
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AMarch, 1574, 80 the °** Local Option
Law,’ was a proper and just law, and one meet-
ing with the general approbation of our people,
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our characier as s nation as well as to lower us

in the scale of civilization.
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Mxreh. 1374, and known as the * Local Opdon

Law.” was a proper and just law, and one meet-

ing with the general approbation of our people,
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and impartial consideration of our request, and if
posgible, an ultimate cxemption from this dis-
tressing evil. -
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The People of ike Siate of California recognize
the facs: that it is the object and duiy of the pres-
ezt Coovention to promote the welfare of our
pecple by the enaciment of wise and just laws,
and (o advance their common interesis by the en-
couragement of every legitimate, and the sup-
preszion of every pernicious trafiic.

Your memorialists areof the opinion that a great
poriion of ihe more obstinate and painful moral
disorders,that afflict the human family are engen-
dered by the use of spirituous and intoxicating
liquors: tha: the common use of sucb intoxicat-
ing liquors is not only destructive io heslih apd
Eappiness, bat also lmyair‘ ibe facclities cf the
it asd eredy tzods egmlly oedriooroxr
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Your memontalis: cap discern Do tus1 reasen
whby the more certain and distressing ravages of
intoxicating liquors nupon the lives and happiness

f cor Gtzems acd ke wellleing acd quisef
our commaunity should not be guarded agsinst
with corresponding vigilence and auxiety by the

-present rulers of the United States, and more par-

ticularly by the present law-makers of our own
fair State.

Your memorialists beg leave to add further that
in their belief the use of spirituous and intoxicat-
ing liquors is in any case whatever wholly un.
necessary; that they neither fortify the body
against the influences of heat or cold nor render
labor more easy or more productive: and ihat
there are many other articles of die: ard drink
which are not only perfecily fafe azd sal=hoy,
boi o every way :‘:xxf:*: Azl prefemdle &0
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ing with the. general approbation of our people,
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Your memorialists bave bekeld with remres ke
hitherto feeble apd inefectmal edeavors §Is
forih to stop or impede this dant evil, ax2 the
proportionally barren resalis whizh Eave reszliad
therefrom.
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people by the emenmemt of wise snd just laws,
and to advance their common interests by the
encouragement of every legitimate, and the sup-
pression of every pernicious trafiic, T
Your memorialists-are of *the opinion that a

"great’portion, of the more obstinate, painful and'

moral disorders that'aflict the human family ave
,-engendered by the use /of ‘spirituous.and intdxi-
cating liguors; that the common use of such in..
toxicating liquors is not only destructive to health,
and happiness, but also.impairs the faculties of
the mind, and thereby tends equally to dishonor

our character ag a 'hation as .well as to lower us:

. in the scale of civilization. - ° v
Your memorialists have no doubt but that the
presence /otl‘ the plague, or.any other pestilential
disorder which'might ‘sweep away thousands of
our fellow citizens, would ‘elicit the most stren-
uous and energetic efforts on the part of our gov-
ernment to subdue it, apd to guard sgainst its
possible occurrence.
‘Your memorialists can discern uo just reason
why the more certain and distressing ravages of -
- intoxicating liquors upon the lives and happiness

ToAR Haetr  dad lim S0 s Wl (e g
G ATRLT el 230E Je Sueefasiane
WRE OOl L il an iew Uy e
CTomer2 T e CF Whe Uzited Stazod, ao) coore pare
tieslaly Uy tbe present law-makers of our own
fafr State.

Your memorialists beg leave to add further that
in their belief the use of spirituous and intoxi-
cating liguors is in any case whatever wholly un-
‘necessary—that~ they - neither' fortify the body”

.against the influences of heat or cold, nor render:
labor more easy or more productive; and.that

there afe many other articles of diet and drink

which are not only perfectly safe ‘and salutary,
but-in every way superior. and preferable toin-
-toxicatingliquors for any of the purposes above
mentioned. .

Your memorialists also believe that it is a grave
defect in our present constitution in ihat it Qe-
nies to the people of differeni countfes, icwo-
ships and districts the privitege ¢f fadzly Aetene
mining at ike tallci.box wheiber sxdocok
shall continne to exist fo their midst, wnd edr
sttendant trains of evil and vice, pollution. want
sed woe.

We are fully canvipced that. the aw passed in
March, 1374, spd known =s the --Local Option
Law,” was a proper and just law,and one meeting

with the .general approbation of our people as

ek ot lennd OF e Luf 30, ME T e
Gunbred lentfone Beld ondiy 3% g EEEe 5
sznnes of Local Option way £ S owemin 1 o
acd a balf io one. We iherefiore commwend® b2 20
your consideration.

Your memorialists have beheld with regres b
hitherto feeble snd ineffectual endeavors pe3
forth to stop or impede this giani evil. ard the

- proportionally barren results which have resulted
‘therefrom. L
* They center their hopes, therefore, of an effeci-
ual remedy, in -the .wisdom and power of yoar
Honorable Body; and@ in behalf of our comnon
humanity, entreat of you, by all vour obligations
to protect the lives and comfort of our citizens,
and by your regard for our nationsl characier apd
respect for our land fn the scale af intedligen:
and civilized beings to impose sTzb beavy dzthes
on intexcanizg UgarTh, o7 adoss st iy renr-
edixd nzrd =Tve Stwtoor Wk adal En oyome
clur falrmnne sl mess e genmlT gn aphdne
2378 emnlimee Sk «Tin
Therfove, wild am Broew Dela® i She Jue
ness of our demand, and with & 2ree svistiae oy
the honor.wisdom spd sincerity of your Honore-
ble Bedy, we bumbly crave, at vour bands, a
prompt snd impartial consideration of our re-
quest, and if possible an ultimate exemption
from this distressing evil.
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To the President and Members of the Constitutional
. Convention of the State or California:

The people of the State of Californin recognize
the fact that it is the object and duty of the pres-
ent Convention to promote the welfare .of our
people by the enactmient of wise and just laws,
and to advance their common interests Ly the
encouragement of evesy legitimate, and the'sup-
pression of every pernicious traflic.

Your memorialists are of the opinion that a
great portion of the more obstinate, painfui and
moral disorders that afflict the human family are

" engendered by the use of spirituous and intoxi-
Latm" liguors; that the commonuse of such in-
toucutlng liguorsisnot only destructive to health
and happiness, but also impairs the faculties of

" the mind, and thereby tends equally to dishonor

N our character ag a nation as well as to lower us
in the scale of civilization:

Your memorialists have no doubt but that'the
presence of the plague, or any other pestilential
disorder which might sweep away thousands of
our fellow citizens,”would elicit the most stren-

. uous and energetic efforts on the part of our gov-,

ernment o subdte it, and to guard u“amst its
posgible occurrence

Yéur.memorialists can (hsceru no Ju“lt reason
why. the more certain and distressing ravages of

- of our citizens,

'Murch,

intoxicating liquoers upon the hves and happiness

and the well-being and quiet of
our community, should net be guarded against
with corresponding vigilance and anxiety by the
present rulers of the United States, and more par-
ticularly by the present law-makers of our own
fuir State.

Your memorinlists beg leave to add further that
in their belief the use of spirituous and intoxi-
cating liquors is in any case whatever wholly un-
necessary—that they mneither fortity the body
against the influences of heat or c¢old, nor render
labor morc easy or more productive; and that

there are many other articles of diet and drink

which are not only perfectly safe and salutary,
but in every way superior and preferable to in-
toxicating liquors for any of the purposes above
mentwned

Your memoridlists also believe that itis a grave
defect in our present constitution in that it de-

nies to the people of ditferent counties, town--

ships and districts. the "privilege of fairly deter-
mining at the ballot-box whetber liquor saloons

-shall continue to-exist in their midst, with their

attendant trains of evil and vice, polluhon want
and woe.

We arefully convinced that the law passed in
1874, and known as the “lLocal Option
Law,” was a proper and just luw,and one meeting

with the general approbation of our peopléas

3 | e

was evidenced by the fact that, out of over one
hnndred elections held under” its provisions, the
success of Loc¢al Option was in‘the ratio of two
and a half to one. We therefore commend it to
your consideration. ’

Your memorialists have beheld with regret the
hitherto feeble and ineffectual -endeavors put
forth.to stop or iinpede this giant -evil, and the
proportionally barren 1esults which have resulted
therefrom.

They center their hupes therefore ot-an éffect-
ual remedy, in the wisdom and power of your
Honorable Body; and in behalf of our comnon

humanity, entreat of you, by all your obligations -
to protect the lives and comfort of our citizens, .
and by your regard for our national character and. ;
. respect for our land in the scale of intelligent

and civilized beings to impose such heavy duties

on intoxicating hquors or adopt such other rem-

. edial and preventlve measures sas shall in your - -

sober judgment tend most eﬂ"ulently to subdne
and eradicate these evils.

Therefore,
_ness of our demand, and with a firm reliance in
the honor wisdom and sincerity. of your Honora-
ble Body, we humbly’ crave, at your hands, a
prompt and lmpartml LOnSIﬂelBtlou of our re-
. quest,
fronr this distfessing ev. ile-

with an honest belief in the ]ust- .

and if possible an ultimate exemption ,



To the szulcni and ‘l[(mhm s 0f ﬂlc Constitutional
 Connention of the State ui California:

The people of the State of California recognize
the fact that it is the object and duty of the pres-
ent Convention to promote’ the welfare -of our
people by the enactment of wise and just laws,
and to advance their common interests by the
encmuagement of, evewy legitimate, and the sup-

" pression of every pernicious trafiic.
. ‘Your memorialists are of the opinion that a
* great portion of the more obstinate, painfut and
*Tuoral disorders that afffict the human family are |
', engendered by the use of spirituous and intoxi-.
catmfr liguors; that the ‘common use-of such in-
toxlcutmﬂ 11quorq_ is not only destructive to health -
and huppiuess, but also impairs the faculties of,
the mind, and thereby tends equally to dishonor
our character as & nation as well as to lower us
-in the scale of civilization.
"Your memorialists have no doubt but that the
pr ncesof. the plague, or- any other pestilential
¢t which might sweep away thousands of
our fellow utl/ens would elicit the most stren-
uous and energetic efforts on tlie part of our gov- "
ernment to subdue lt, uud to guard nrrzunst its
~ ‘possible oceuirrénce. .

Your memorialists can dlscern 1o just reason
.why the more certain and distressing ravages of

111’:0\.1<,at1ufr hquols upon-the lives u,nd happiness

of our citizens,” and. the well-being' and quiet of
our commumty, should not be guzuded against
with corresponding vigilance and anxiety 1)3 the
present rulers of the United States, and more par-
ticularly by the present law- makels of our own
fuir State.

- Your memorialists beg leave to add fmther that
in their belief the use ot spirituous and intoxi-
cating liqnors-is in any case whatever wholly un-
necessary—that they neither fortify the- body -
against the 1nﬂuentes of heat or -cold, nor render
labor more easy or more productive; and that -
‘tliere are many other articles of diet and drink
swhich are not only perfectly safe and salutary,
but in every way superior  and preferable to in-
toxicating liquors for any of the purposes above
mentioned.

Your memorialists also beheve thatitis a grave
defect in our present constitution in that 1t de-
nies to the people, of. different counties, town-
shlps and districts the privilege of tanl} deter.”

+ mining at the ballot-box whether liquor saloons’

shall continue to-exist in their midst, with their
attendant trains of evil and vice, pollutlon want
and woe.

We are fully convinced that the law’ passed in
March, 1874, and known as the “Local Option
Law,” was a proper and just law,and one-meeting
with the 'general approbation .of our people as

5 the honor.wisdom und sincerity of your Honom-

was evidenced by the fact that, out of.over one
hundred elections held under its provisions, the
success of Local Option was in the ratio of two
and a half to one. We therefore commend it to
your consideration.~

Your mewmorialists have beheld w1th regret the
hitherto feeble and ineffectual endeavors put
forth to stop or 1mp9de this giant evil, and the
proportionally )rren results which have resulted
therefrom’.

They center their hopes, therefore of an effect-
ual remedy, in . the wisdom .and power of your
Honotuble Body; and in behalf of our comnon
humanity, entreat of you, by all your obligations
to protect the lives and comfort of our citngzns,
and by your regard for ournational-charascter and
respect for our land in the scale of intelligent’ ™%
and civilized beings to impose such heavy -duties |
on intoxicating hqums or Xl,dOpt such other renms= -
edial and preventive measures “as shall ‘in VOur.
sober judgment tend most efficiently to subdue
und eradicate these.evils.

Therefore, with an honest belief in the ]\R’f-
ness of our demand and Wwith a firm ‘reliarice ing

ble Body, we humbly crave, at vour hands, a
prompt and 1mpultm1 consideratwn of our re-
guest, and if possible an ultimate exemptlon
from this distressing evil.
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" \To the President and Members of- the Constitutional
' Convention: of the State of California.

Lo The.People of the State of California recognize

. Nt “-the fact that it is the object and- -duty of the pres-

y ent Convention to promote the welfu-e of our

. people g(the engetment of wige and justlaws,

. - and to advance their common interests by the en-

. - eoumgement of évery legitimate, and the sup-
pression of every pernicious. iraffic.

Your memorialists are of the opinion thata great

) portion of-the more obstinate and painful moral

dlsorder that afilict thehuman family are engen-

tlered‘by he use of. spirituous and intoxicating

liguors; that the common use of such intoxicat-

ing quuors is not only destructive to health and

. happiness, but also impairs the faculties'of the -

~ mind, and.thereby tends equally to dishonor sur

: hars,eter as a nation as well as to lower us in the

.,'.'-.'_ 2ale of, cwllizatxon
*+.  Your memorialists have .no .doubt but thatthe

presence of the' plague ‘or any other péstilential*

: - disorder which might 8weep away thousands of

nous and energetic efforts on the part of our gov-
ernment to subdue it. and to gusrd aﬂnmst its
. possible occurrence. :
© ~‘Your memorialist can discern no just reason
- "why the more certain and distressing ravages of
_intoxicating liguors upon the lives and l\sppmess

out fellow citizens, would elicit the most stren-.-

- of our citizens, snd the . we]i-ﬁemg and 'qu'iet of

.our community -should not be guarded against.

with corresponding vigilence and anxiety by th
present rulers of the United States, and more par- |
ticularly by the present lnw-makers of our own °
0t'au' State. N -
Your memorialists beg leaye to add further that’
_in their beliet the use of spirituous and. intoxicat- -

4.ing liquors is in any case -whatever wholly un-
. necessary;

that they neither fortify.the. body
against the influences of heat or cold nor render
labor more easy or more. productive; and that
‘there aré many other articles of diet'and drink
which are'not only perfectly safe and salutary,

- toxicating llqnors for any of the purposes above

. a8 was evidenced by- the fact that, out of ;s
hundred elections held under its provxsions, the
success of Local Option was in’the ratiorof two. .
-and a half to one. We therefore commend ‘it to '
"your consideration, - .-
" Your memorialists. have beheld witlx regret the
hitherto- feeble and ineffectual endeavors put: L
forth. to stop or impedeé. this yiant evil, and the . =2
proportionally barfen. results which have’ resulted. Ty
therefrom . :
- They center theu' hopes therefore of an eﬂ'ect-
ual remedy in the wisdom \and power of your -
Honorable Body, and in ibehalf of our common - .,
humanity entreat of 'you, by all your obligations’ - -

and by your regard for our national character,

but in every way superior and preferable o inyto protect the lives and comfort of our citizens,

mentioned. .
Your memorialists 4180 believe tliat it is & grave

. g defect in our present constitution, in that it de-

nies fo the people of the different counties, town-,
ships‘and districts the privilege ‘of fsn-ly deter-
mining at the ballot box wheéthér,- liquor saloons.
shall continue to exist in their midet,’ with their
attendant trains of evil, of vices, pollut‘ion, want
and woe,
We are fully convinced that' the law passed in
?Iarch 1874; and known as the **Local Option
AW,

mg wi h the general approbstion ot‘ oux- people

wnl;l & proper and just law, and one meet-

and respect for onr land in the scale of intelligent.
and civilized beings,

‘

. edial and_ preventive. medsures )
" sober juidgment tend- most eﬂiclen ¥+ t0 subdue.v._, .
| aud eradicate these evils A1 -
/0 Therefore; with an: honest behef in‘ the.justness - FR
of our demand, and‘ with -a-firmi reliancé in-the - L
honor, wisdom and sineerity  of ‘your Honorable
Boudy, we bambly crave at. your ~hsnds*a prompt
and impartial consideration of our request, and if
possible, an_ultimate ¢xemption from this-dis.
\¢ tressing evil, .
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Memorial Accompanying Local Optiofn‘ Petition.

Qs e

To the President and Members of the Constitutional- Convention:

On behalf of the Petition accompanying this Memorial, transmitted herewith, your memorialists

- would most respectfully represent -that the proposition embodied in the prayer of your petitioners, to

wit: “The Legislature shall, at its fiist session, enact a law wheréby the qualified voters of any

-county, voting precinct, town or city, by a majority vote, from time to time;, may determine whether,

the sale of intoxicating liquors shall be prohibited within the prescribed’ llmltb, > is identical with a
clause presented by the Constitutional Convention of the State of Texas, and ratified by the people of

that great commonwealth.

The -proposition presented raises but a single issue before your honorable body, to wit: The
expediency of the local prohibition of the traffic in intoxicating liquors. In this statement we assume
that the inherent right of the people to regulate or to.prohibit by ‘law, the said traffic, will not be
denied. The principle which commends the proposition brought before you by this petition is, that
it refers the question of the -expediency of prohibiting the traflic in intoxicating liquors to the people.
This principle is in consonance with the very genius of republican institutions. The people of separate
localities should -have ‘the right to determiune for themselves, as to whether the sale of intoxicating
drink is inimical to the best interests of their respective communities. This application of the pri nei-

~ple of local sovereignty is not new, but extends already to other questions of local character. We

assume that those citizens interested in the sale of intoxicating beverages, cannot reasonably object to
the adoption of this proposition. ‘No good citizen will demand protection in the right to engage in «
business which, in the judgment of a mayjority of his neighbors, is demomhznw to the newhbelhood
and if the tlaﬁlc in liquors is not  destrjctive of the morals and good” order of a commubity, these
separate communities may safely be trusted with such determination of the question as the fucts
warrant. In the opinion of your memorialists, any opposition to the proposition on the part of those

- engaged in the traflic in liquors, must be based upon the ground, that should the proposition be incor-

porated into the Constitution, many communities would decide aguinst the continuation of the
trafic. This is in effect an admission that in all such communities, the traflic is now carvied on against
the enlightened judgment and moral couscience of a majority of the people resident in such com-
munities. The proposition herewith presented, if adopted, would relegate the whole question to the
arbitration of the ballot box; and representing those who entertain the opinion that the traffic in intoxi-
cating drinks is destructive. of the best and highest interests of the commonwealth, we cheerfully sub-
mit the grave question involved to this high arbitrament. To deny the prayer of this petition will, in
the opinion of your petitioners, be in effect a denial of a sacred right. The right to determine what
is necessary and appropriate to accomplish the ends of government, establish order, and promote the
general welfare of society, resides in the people, and all we ask is, that this right shall be recognized
in the determination of the issues arising out of contending opinions concerning the chdmetel and
moral tendencies of the unrestricted traffic in intoxicating liquors. The natare of the proposition
herewith presented, is such as to absolve us from the necessity of presenting any cousiderations or

“arguments tending to establish the expediency of prohibiting “the Tiquor tidtlic.” " We have no data

upon which to found the assumption that in practice, the proposition presented would result i such
prohibition; the result would be dependent upon the will of the majority of the voters in the local sub-
divisions named. But it is obvious that the perpetuity or prohibition of the trafic will depend upon
the verdict of the people, in whom resides the right to determine the necessity or reasonableness of all

_prohibitory laws.

And asin duty bound, your petltlonels will.ever pray.
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’ Lo To the Prewlent (m(l M’embm's nf the C’onstziufmnal‘
Tl ?‘ .. Corvention of the State of California: .

' . The people of the State of California reconnize

the fact that.it is the object and duty of the pres-

© o oent Convention - to -promote the welfare‘oi our’

peoplexby the enautmeut of wise and  justlaws,.

and to advahice: thelr common ‘ihterests:by the

F eucoumgement of eveny ]eg1t1mate and the sup--,
| pression of every pernicious, traffic.

, Your memorialists are .of'the opinion” “that a.

U "reat portion of thé more obstinafe, painfui and

X mornl disorders ‘that afflict-the human family dre.

. . cating.liquors; that the common use of such.in-
N toxicating hquors isnot only destructive'to health -
. and happiness, biit also impairs the faculties- of ,

N L the mind, and thereby tends -equally to'digshonor.:; )

our character as & nation .a8 well as to” lowex‘ us
in the'scale of civilization. | -

A ‘e, Your memorialists have no doubt But that the
SN 1 .. presenee of the plague, or any other, pestilential
[ . disorder which might ' sweep “away"thotisands of
our fellow citizens, would elicit thé most stren-

possible occurrence,
" Your memorialists can discern, no Just reason
¢ “why the more certain and distressingravagesof .
. mtouc&tmmhqums wpon the lives and happiness o

* ' eéngendered by the tise of. spirituous and mtoxi- -

‘uous and energetic eﬂorts on the part of our gov- _
ernment to subdue it,, and to guard, againsmt‘; .

Lof our thlzens, nnd the well- belnc' and qmet of
Cour community,” should not be- (marded against

with corresponding . vlf’lhuce and anxiety by the.

present rulers’of the Unlted Statesand moyre.par---

. ticularly by the pleient la\v—mahexs of our own
fuir'State. - .~
-Your memor mlists beg leave to add further that-
in their belief the use of ‘Spll‘lhlous and intoxi-
cating.liquors is in any case whatever wholly un-
necessary—that they neither fortify the body*
~against the influences of ‘heat or cold, nor rénder
labor; more easy .or more productive’ and that
there'are many: other articles of diet’ and drlnk
- which are not only perfectly safe. and salntaly
but in.every -way superior and preferable to-in-
toxwahm7 hquors fot anv of _the purposes above,
mentioncd .
Your' memoriahsts ‘al80, believe thatitis a grave
defect in'our present constitution in'’thatit.de-»
nies to the people of different counties, town-'
shipg and districts the privilege of mirly deter-

-

inining at the ballot-box. whether" ‘liquor saloons . and eradicate these evils.

shall continue to exist in their ,midst, with their
atténdant trains of enl and vme pollution waut
.and woe S 2ot

Wé dre fully Lonvmced that the Iaw pas d in .
March 1874, and known ‘as the “Local Option
Law,” was a proper and just law,and one meeting
thh ‘the geueral approbahon of our people as

‘. ¥ .the honor: wisdom and smcerity -.of “your Honora o W

Wwas ev idenced by theh fact that, out oi -over one - .
hunched ¢léctions héld under lts provigions,. the
success of Loc¢al'Option was 'in the ratio.of two "
and 4 half to one. We therefow Lommend it to - A
» your consideration. ‘ ) . R
Your memouullsts have’ beheld,wnh regret the .
Jhitherto. teeble and ineffectual . endeavors put
*forth to- Stop or impede this giant . evil, ‘and . the
" proportionally barren results w].uch have résulted
therefmm - oo .
They center' their hope% therefore ‘of au eﬁ'ect-’ : :
ual remedy; in the wisdom and powet of your .
Honorable Bod) and*in.;behalf .of our comnon -+
humanity, entreat of you, by all your obligations .~ ::
to protect the lives and comfort of our cltxzeus, EE
and by your regard- for otr national character and .
respect-for our land in ‘the 'scale .of -intélligent -
and civilized beings to-impose such heavy ditties
onrintoxicating 11(111015 orvadopt such other rem
edial and preventive meagures. ag shall in your
. sober _]udument ‘tend most- efﬁ(‘leutly to subdue

Therefore, ‘with "an honest belief in the _]mt
. ness of olr demund and with a “firm reliance in®
ble'Body, we:hutbly “crave, ‘at your hands, & N
prompt andrimpartml conslderatmn of our re:
quest, and’ if, posslble an ultimate e\emptwu .
from thig dlstressinr’ evil o . . O
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. T 0 z‘ée Ho;z Z/w Cms z‘zz‘uz‘zmm/ mem’zm of z%e S late Qf Cal Ljornia.

We the undelswned respectfully pe‘mtlon your honomble body to 1nse1t in the new Constitution of this
' btate 4 c]aube smn]ax to that now in force in the State of Texas to-wit: X ' _
SEcr@\r -“The Leglslatme shall, atits first session enact a law whereby the qualified voters of any
county, votmg precmct town, or’city, by a majority vote, flom tlme to time, may determine’ whether the

sale of 1ntox1cat1no~ iquors shall be pr ohibited w11:h1n the plescnbed hmlts
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